Tamer Ozgen’s GIV Blog

In my school | was doing something called European Youth Parliament and when |
heard that [ am one of the potential applicants for the Governor’s Institute of Vermont , I
knew that this program would be an amazing chance for me to deepen my knowledge about
the current issues of the world and be a much more effective debater.

Living in Vermont for 2 weeks was an amazing experience. Seeing that much green
andmeeting with the amazing, friendly New Englanders made me so happy and made these
two weeks the best two weeks of my life. One day we went to a senior house in Brattleboro
and we heard many stories about senior people’s lives. Watching them telling their stories
with always a smiling face as they remembered those days like they happened yesterday and
understanding how the world has changed since those days made me understand how
important old people are. Also, when | wanted to capture a video of these stories
conversations they made us sign some papers and | found that really interesting, because in
Turkey, as you know, we usually don’t think about these little details. Unfortunately, after we
signed the papers and captured the video, I lost my video camera while we were trying some
African food in the Farmer’s Market :D.

I was one of the emcees of Open Mic Night and it was an amazing experience for me
to experience the show world and I felt so happy and confident when | made people laugh
with my jokes. I learned a long list of things in this camp. Team spirit, sharing, different
cultures, supporting each other in any case, Native Americans, bad influences of the olympic
games, capitalism, climate change, critical situation in Zimbabwe, adaptive reuse, controlling
your emotions, leadership and more. It was a great experience and | hope | will be able to see
every smgle person in this camp again in my life.

(Me and Yagmur Ekim Cay taking a picture with two shop assistants meCo‘nnectlcut)
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(One of the field rips of the Climate C'hange .|S.S.’lilé;G:I16Up to see solarpanels in Vermont ) h

(The musical video about social justice forum theatre group is preparing some signs)
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(Me and Paul Cassidy from Ireland are teaching Turkish and Irish to American students)

(International students and the students from other states in the USA are going canoeing)
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(The Climate Change Issue Group co-opera. We are singing “Secret of the Seasons” by Jon
Ungerleider [in the middle])







(Our amazing staff members )



(Me and Ozgiin Baykal from the Turkish group are playing an african instrument on drum
night)
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(Me and Kim Rojas from Chicago are preparing our jokes for Open Mic Night )
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(Me, Bjorn Hoppner from Germany and Travers Grayson from Vermont are singing a song
during Open Mic Night)
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(We went swimming with Simon Norton the director of the camp [on the right])



